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When what you believe about God and how you actually live do not match, it 

does not mean your faith is fake. It means your heart is pulling in more than 

one direction. Psalm 86:11 is the honest prayer of a divided heart asking God to 

teach, to lead, and to unite. This Anchored reflection will help you move from 

quiet double mindedness toward a life that actually lines up with the truth you 

say you believe.

Anchored
  

Unite My Heart

“‘Teach me Your way, O L ord , I will walk and live in Your 
truth; Direct my heart to fear Your name [with awe-inspired 

reverence and submissive wonder]. [Ps 5:11; 69:36] ‘”
— PSALMS 86:11 (AMP)

Find the full article at  www.SeanBrannan.com/anchored
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ANCHORED: Unite My Heart   
— PSALMS 86:11

Spiritually Anchored:
Psalm 86:11 shows God as the teacher, guide, and healer of the heart. “Teach me Your way” asks God to define 
reality. “I will walk in Your truth” is a commitment to live as if He really is faithful and near. “Unite my heart” 
admits that our inner life is often scattered and asks God to gather it under a single allegiance, the fear of His 
name. In Christ, this prayer becomes deeply personal, as we learn His way, walk in His truth, and invite His 
Spirit to heal the split between what we say we believe and how we live.

Clinical Insight:
A divided heart feels like cognitive dissonance and self discrepancy. We believe one thing and do another, often 
because our nervous system and attachment history have trained us to stay in control. Psalm 86:11 speaks into 
that conflict by inviting us to bring our divided places into relationship with God. As we keep asking Him to 
teach us, taking small aligned steps, and depending on Him to unite our hearts, our beliefs and behaviors can 
slowly come into agreement, both spiritually and neurologically.

Anchored Prayer

Father,
Thank You that You see my heart as it truly is. Thank You that You are patient when I feel pulled in different 
directions.
Today I ask You to teach me Your way, especially in the places where I keep trying to control things myself.
Help me walk in Your truth, not just talk about it.
Unite my heart to fear Your name, so that what I believe and how I live start to move in the same direction.
Give me what I need today: wisdom, courage, and a soft heart. Protect me from the pull of fear and lead me 
away from choices that divide my heart again.
I trust You with my life. Amen.

Psalm 86:11 is the honest prayer of someone who knows God is real but feels the pull of other 
loyalties. It holds together three movements: asking God to teach His way, choosing to walk in 
His truth, and asking Him to unite the heart around Him again. This is not about performing 
for God. It is about bringing a divided heart into His presence and asking Him to pull it back 
together.
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Life Application: Living What You Believe

Use this simple rhythm for the next seven days to begin living Psalm 86:11 in real time.
•  Pause once a day and notice one place of split.
	 Quietly name a situation where your actions do not match what you say you believe.

•  Pray the verse in your own words.
	 Tell God, “Teach me Your way here. Help me walk in Your truth. Unite my heart in this situation.”

•  Write one honest sentence to yourself.
	 Finish the line, “Right now I am acting like __________ matters more than trusting You.”

•  Take one small step of alignment.
	 Ask, “What is one concrete step that would match Your truth here” Then do it the same day if possible.

•  Reflect briefly after the step.
	 Tell God how it felt, even if it was awkward or scary, and thank Him for being with you in it.

•  End with simple gratitude.

Thank Him for any moment, however small, where your inner world and outer choices moved in the same 
direction. This rhythm trains your heart to bring honesty to God, treat your inner world with compassion, 
and let your relationships benefit from a life that is slowly becoming more aligned.

Breathwork: Reset Breathing For Alignment (4–4–6)
Purpose: This practice is meant to help your body move out of a keyed up state so you can hear God more 
clearly and respond to Him with a less divided heart.

NOTE: If you feel very wound up or on edge, begin with a shorter pattern such as inhaling for 2 and exhaling 
for 4, or inhaling for 3 and exhaling for 5, for a minute or two. Once you notice even a small decrease in tension, 
shift into the 4–4–6 pattern below.
Set Your Intention: Before you start, simply say, “Lord, I want my heart and my life to match. Help me be 
present with You right now.”
Posture:  Sit comfortably on a chair with your feet flat on the floor. Rest your hands, palms up, on your thighs. 
Let your jaw unclench, let your shoulders drop, and allow your belly to expand as you breathe instead of holding 
it tight.
Inhale For 4 Seconds:  slowly, through your nose. Tthink or whisper: “Show me Your way.”
Hold For 4 Seconds:  Notice what rises up in the stillness. Treat this brief hold as a moment of standing still with 
God, not as a test to pass.
Exhale For 6 Seconds: through your mouth, letting the air leave in a steady, controlled stream. Think or whisper: 
“Bring my heart together.”
Repeat For 6–10 Cycles If your attention drifts, bring it back to the two lines you are pairing with your breath:
“Show me Your way.”
“Bring my heart together.”
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Journal Prompts: Pause, Reflect, and Be Honest
Taking time to reflect is one of the most powerful tools for spiritual growth and self-awareness. These journal 
prompts are designed to help you pause, process, and partner with God in the places He’s refining you. Don’t 
rush the answers—let the Holy Spirit guide your thoughts. As you write, ask God to reveal what’s beneath the 
surface and align your heart more fully with His truth and design.

Where do you most clearly see a gap between what you say you believe about God and how you actually 
respond when you feel afraid, hurt, or alone?

If you prayed Psalm 86:11 over one specific situation this week, what would that situation be, and what is 
one step of integrity you sense God inviting you to take in it?

When you imagine asking God to unite your heart, what fears or objections rise up, and what might it look 
like to bring those honestly into conversation with Him?
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